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ACCOMMODATION REVIEW 

COMMITTEE CHAIR REPORT: 

FOR INCLUSION IN THE FINAL STAFF REPORT  

February 3, 2017 
 

 ARC 3:  Chair -  Superintendent David Coombs 

OVERVIEW 

1. Introduction  

  
 
 

The Upper Canada District School Board (UCDSB) embarked upon a process called the 
Building for the Future Pupil Accommodation Review which commenced September 29, 
2016.   
 
As outlined in the UCDSB Terms of Reference (October 7, 2016), Accommodation Review 

Committees (ARCs) were constituted to provide local information and context to inform the 

Board’s ultimate decision on school/pupil consolidation.  The purpose and role of the ARCs 

are in accordance with UCDSB School Closure Policy 413 and the Ministry of Education’s 

Pupil Accommodation Review Guideline (2015).    

Further, ARCs serve as the official conduit of information that is shared between the school 

board and school communities in response to the draft recommendations contained in the 

draft Initial Staff Report for the Building for the Future Pupil Accommodation Review.  The 

mandate of the ARCs is to provide comment on the draft Initial Staff Report and to collect and 

summarize feedback and alternate options received through their work, for inclusion with the 

Final Staff Report.   
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2. Overview of Process   

3. Committee Membership  

 
FEEDER 
GROUP 

FOS SCHOOL 
PARENT/GUARDIAN MEMBERS PRINCIPAL REPRESENTATIVES 

1ST ALTERNATE(s)  1ST ALTERNATE(s) 

Athens River 
Meadowview 
P.S. 

Emily 
Morrison 

Rachel 
Kloosterman 

Debra Schouten 
Bill Loshaw 

Terry 
Gardiner 
Derek Cole 

Athens River Pineview P.S. 
Angela Flood 
Miller 

No alternate “ “ 

Brockville Brockville 
Commonwealth 
P.S. 

Kate Knapp Susan Fyckes “ “ 

Brockville Brockville 
Front of Yonge 
P.S. 

No 
representative 

No alternate “ “ 

Brockville Brockville Lyn P.S. 
Debra 
Copeland 

Rachel Kelly “ “ 

Brockville Brockville 
Prince of Wales 
P.S. 

Tara Bondi 
Jennifer 
Brouwer 

“ “ 

Brockville Brockville Toniata P.S. Doug Ault Simone Roddick “ “ 

Brockville Brockville Vanier P.S. 
Lorraine 
Falcioni 

No alternative “ “ 

Brockville Brockville 
Westminster 
P.S. 

Reg Knudson 
Amanda 
Fenlong 

“ “ 

North 
Grenville 

Grenville Kemptville P.S. Dean Hamel No alternate “ “ 
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North 
Grenville 

Grenville 
Merrickville 
P.S. 

Beth Tooley Susan Williams “ “ 

North 
Grenville 

Grenville 
Oxford on 
Rideau P.S. 

Shawn Berube 
Katie Lekx-
Toniolo 

“ “ 

North 
Grenville 

Grenville 
South Branch 
P.S. 

Sheri Getz Suna Russell “ “ 

South 
Grenville 

Grenville Benson P.S. Pam Day 
Joe-Anne Vaal-
henke 

“ “ 

South 
Grenville 

Grenville Maynard P.S. Megan LaSalle No alternate “ “ 

South 
Grenville 

Grenville 
South 
Edwardsburg 

Terra Merkley Elizabeth Knapp “ “ 

South 
Grenville 

Grenville 
South Grenville 
IS/DHS 

No 
representative 

No alternate “ “ 

South 
Grenville 

Grenville Wellington E.S. Leanne Brooks Ashley Brewer “ “ 
 

4. Public and Working Meetings   

 
 

ARC 3 Dave Coombs - Brockville, Grenville & River FOS  

Thursday Nov 3  ARC 3 Working Meeting               North Grenville DHS 

Tuesday Nov 15 ARC 3 Public Meeting                     South Grenville DHS 

Monday Nov 28 ARC 3 Working Meeting                South Grenville  

Thursday Jan 19 ARC 3 Working meeting                 TISS 

Tuesday Jan 24 
Cancelled/Weather 

ARC 3 Public Meeting                       Brockville CI 

Thursday Jan 26 
Rescheduled for Jan 24 

ARC 3 Public Meeting Brockville CI 

Monday Jan 30 ARC 3 Working Meeting North Grenville DHS  

Thursday Feb 2 ARC 3 Working Meeting South Grenville DHS  

 
Agendas, meeting notes, feedback received, Questions and Responses and other 

information specific to ARC 3 can be accessed at this link:  

http://www.ucdsb.on.ca/programs/pages/ARC3-BrockvilleGrenvilleRiverFamiliesofSchools.aspx 
 

http://www.ucdsb.on.ca/programs/pages/ARC3-BrockvilleGrenvilleRiverFamiliesofSchools.aspx
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5. Delegation List and Summary of Presentations from Public Meetings  

 
 
 

The delegations listed below specific to ARC 3 can be accessed at this link: 

http://www.ucdsb.on.ca/programs/pages/ARC3-BrockvilleGrenvilleRiverFamiliesofSchools.aspx 

 

Delegation 1:  Toniata Public School:  The Best Solution, Jaunni Snyder 

Delegation 2:  South Edwardsburg Public School, Temple Heidecker 
 
Delegation 3:  Oxford-on-Rideau:  Correcting the enrolment imbalance in North Grenville, Brent 
Lekx-Toniolo 
 
Delegation 4:  Oxford-on-Rideau:  At the heart of a community, Jennifer Monk 
 
Delegation 5:  Athens:  Alternative options for the Athens groups of schools, Megan Simmons 
 
Delegation 6:  SOS Pineview, Allison Easton 
 
Delegation 7:  Benson Public School, Donna Gladstone 
 
Delegation 8:  Toniata Public School, Missy Ross Brown 
 
Delegation 9:  Westminster PS:  Impact on Westminster, Enrique Torres 
 
Delegation 10: Maynard PS:  A place to build for our future, Krista Landon and Brigette Reid  
 
Delegation 11: Brockville Family of Schools:  An innovative consideration, Caroline Rigutto 
 
Delegation 12: Prince of Wales: A heritage of excellence, Christine Sweeney 
 
Delegation 13: The real cost of closing rural schools, Rejean Pommainville 
 
Delegation 14: Oxford-on-Rideau:  The right school in the right place, Sara Berube 
 
Delegation 15: The importance of local schools, Jason Fryer 
 
Delegation 16: Brockville Feeder Group:  A student first solution, Sean FitzGerald 
 
Delegation 17: Oxford-on-Rideau Public School closure, Deputy Mayor Barb Tobin 
 

 

 

6. Survey and Feedback Overview  

 Community consultation and input is a very important part of the accommodation review 

process. Throughout the Pupil Accommodation Review process, information was made 

available to the public and opportunities were provided for inquiries and feedback in the 

following ways:      

http://www.ucdsb.on.ca/programs/pages/ARC3-BrockvilleGrenvilleRiverFamiliesofSchools.aspx
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o The Upper Canada District School Board’s Building for the Future Pupil 

Accommodation Review webpage was developed and maintained / updated throughout 

the process to serve as facility for communications and information sharing. 

http://www.ucdsb.on.ca/programs/pages/accommodationreview.aspx 

o The Building for the Future Pupil Accommodation Review online survey was 

developed and made available for responses between October 13, 2016 and February 1, 

2017 - https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/BFFPAR  .Throughout this survey, respondents 

could indicate their support of all, some, or none of the draft recommendations for specific 

feeder groups of schools.  If respondents indicated they supported some or all of the draft 

recommendations, an opportunity was provided to describe what elements of the 

recommendations were favourable to them.  Additionally, respondents could offer an 

alternative to the draft recommendations that would meet the Board’s objective to reduce 

surplus space in a particular feeder group of schools.    

o The Building for the Future Pupil Accommodation Review email address 

buildingforthefuture@ucdsb.on.ca was developed to receive comments and questions, as 

well as to document and respond to inquiries about the process.  Questions were broken 

out into categories for response and also sorted into the five ARC groups, with “Questions 

and Answers” compilation made available to assist the ARCs in their work.   

o Meetings  

 ARC Orientation meetings:  

 ARC 1 and 2A / 2B: October 20, 2016 at Tagwi SS 

 ARC 3 and 4: October 24, 2016 at Smiths Falls DCI  

 Public meetings held at various locations throughout the school district for each 

of the five ARCs (Schedule and links as noted in Section 4 – “Public and Working 

Meetings”).   

 Working meetings specific to each of the five ARCs (Schedule and links as noted 

in Section 4 – “Public and Working Meetings”).   

 Delegation opportunities for public, municipalities and other community partners. 

 

 

7. ARC Feedback to Initial Staff Report  

7.1  Brockville Family – Brockville Feeder Group of Schools:  

Draft 
Recommendation(s) 
from Initial Staff Report  

It is hereby recommended that, effective September 2017, 

1. The number of K-6 elementary schools for the Brockville feeder group of schools be reduced 

from 7 to 5 schools with the closure and consolidation of Prince of Wales School with 

Westminster School and the closure and consolidation of Toniata School with Commonwealth 

School, 

2. a single “dual track” attendance boundary be introduced at each Brockville feeder group 

elementary school in accordance with a phase-in/out process to confirm enrolments for 

organizational planning. 
 

http://www.ucdsb.on.ca/programs/pages/accommodationreview.aspx
https://www.surveymonkey.net/r/Preview/?sm=jyXFdIqlYmVNoSmuJXdjup0UHY2c85Grk_2BpcIWfCv2aBTXYvVKML3Vl2vFelSjc9
mailto:buildingforthefuture@ucdsb.on.ca
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ARC SUMMARY 

Feedback 
Received 

Of the 248 survey responses for this feeder group, 213 answered question 3 
with the following results: 

8.84% in favour of ALL of the draft recommendations; 

15.35% support some of the parts of the recommendations; 

The remaining 75.82% of responses either did not support the 
recommendations or offered alternatives to the recommendations.   

Some of the feedback does recognize the need to consolidate some student 
spaces in Brockville, given the age of some of the buildings and proximity of 
some elementary schools to each other. 

 

“I can understand the need to consolidate the schools in Brockville. Many of the 
buildings are old and are not accessible.” 

 

“I understand the need to eliminate unused spaces in below-capacity schools. 
Consolidation of schools may need to occur for feasibility of the board.” 

 

“The schools are not at capacity and I feel the board is spending too much to maintain 
the older buildings. Declining enrolment has impacted a lot and we should be utilizing 
the spaces we have at other schools and closing the ones that are in need of repairs.” 

 

The use of portables does not appear to have support from any of the 
responses received; instead most responses favoured leaving schools in 
operation until funding is received for new facilities. 

 

“More portables should not be an option.” 

 

“Expanding Commonwealth and Westminster by adding more portables and putting 
as many kids as allowable in to each class will not improve our students or schools.” 

 

“…I do not agree with placing students in portables until renovations or re-builds can 
be done or without a firm commitment from a cash -strapped province that funding will 
be provided.” 

 

However, several themes of concern have emerged regarding which schools to 
close, the possible use of portables, overcrowding, and the timelines of 
implementation. Of particular concern is the overcrowding of Westminster 
Public School. 

 

“I would like to finish my elementary school years at Prince of Wales and not at 
Westminster where I would be in a portable classroom and with my medical condition 
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it would not be advisable for me to be in a portable classroom and have to put on my 
boots and winter coat just to go from outside to inside to use the bathroom.” 

 

“I understand the need to close schools due to funding issues, but I don't agree with 
all of the schools selected. It does make sense to close Prince of Wales but it does 

not make sense to build into Westminster to accommodate them.” 

 

“This process is far too rushed in my opinion. It would appear that the decision to 
close the schools that are being considered is a foregone conclusion. I also suspect 
from the public meetings that the data used to make these projections/conclusions is 
inaccurate and possibly not complete enough to make logical and sensible decision.” 

 

“I feel strongly that Westminster School is already over-crowded with impossible 
combined classes that were ill conceived by this Board.” 

 

“Westminster already has far too many students, more than they can handle, how is 
adding 160 more kids even an option?” 

 

“Before voting, UCDSB trustees should be required to visit the Westminster parking 
lot at the beginning and end of the school day AND participate in the loading and 
unloading of the SEVEN current school buses at the beginning and end of the day.”  

 

The major theme that comes through the survey responses for Toniata is the 
disbelief that a full school, functioning at a high level, and supported by parents 
who want their children to attend this school, is being recommended to close. 

 

“Toniata Public School is full to capacity. There is a reason for this. It has made a 
name for itself in the community due to its excellent staff, community involvement, 
administration, academic programming, parent involvement, musical program, 
extracurricular activities… the list goes on,”  

 

“As the enrollment of Toniata PS is so high (97% I believe) due in large part to the 
families, staff and location of this school – I don’t believe closure should be 
considered an option,”  

 

Many see Toniata’s large outdoor play yard/playgrounds as a benefit. Also 
many noted that Toniata is located in a quiet neighborhood with little through 
traffic. 

 

“Toniata is a good school, in good condition. It has available space for daily gym class 
and a large outdoor playground to ensure children get daily physical activity, which is 
imperative for their health,”  
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“The large yard at Toniata allows for much needed outdoor play for the children. It 
also allows outdoor learning which occurs for the K children on a daily basis,” 

 

“Not a lot of traffic for the children walking to school.” 

 

“Scace Avenue is the ideal location for an elementary school as there is very low 
traffic which is a major safety concern for parents and school busses dropping off and 
picking up students,”  

 

Many see Toniata’s success in EQAO scores as reason to keep it open. 

 

“After reading reports that there are only 11 vacant student spaces, and the 
successful results of the grade 3 and 6 testing I don’t understand why closure is even 
an option for this amazing school.” 

 

“Not only is this school thriving from the perspective of enrollment, it is a school that is 
thriving academically, having achieved some of the highest Grade 3 and Grade 6 
standardized test scores in the entire school board.” 

 

Toniata is a school which currently has only 11 vacant student spaces. It is projected 
to retain that enrollment over the course of the next five years. How does this 
constitute a ‘struggling school? 

  

Several parents indicated that their children thrived due to the individual 
attention Toniata provided.  

 

“We transferred to Toniata during the summer where before school we went in and 
met the teachers. They asked what they could do to help my child be successful. They 
had an IEP done up and even before that had already altered lessons to help catch 
up. From spelling to reading and even math and science. They have more one on one 
time to help understand. Also have went ahead with an aggressive reading program to 
help as well. In the short time there has improved immensely.” 

 

“Every day I ask my children how their day was and everyday my children state 
GREAT. My child will openly tell you they have learned more in a short time at Toniata 
then years at a previous school. Loves that they can participate in an instrumental 
music class even gets to bring the instrument home. They enjoy class time, where we 
had to struggle getting my child to go to school before. The amount of friends they 
have made this year is fantastic,”  

 

“Our child was hesitant about starting school but the teaching staff at Toniata have 
been supportive since day one. I know 100% that they have had a big positive impact 
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on our child’s education and social development and now loves going to school every 
day :),” 

 

Toniata has a large amount of community support in the Brockville Family of 
School Pupil Accommodation Review Survey. Respondents for Toniata have a 
number of varied reasons for not closing the school.  

 

“Toniata has a beautiful, natural backyard. It would be a shame for the kids to lose the 
green space. The surroundings offer great opportunities for outdoor education – not to 
mention the psychological and physical; benefits that come from playing in nature. 
Toniata sets a great model for what a nurturing school environment should look like. 
The school has impressive music/drama class, as well as, a great group of dedicated 
staff.  Because so many parents have gone out of their way to send their children to 
Toniata (and were allowed to do so) – closing the school would greatly disturb the 
population.” 

 

“It is more than evident that the decision to possibly close Toniata Elementary School 
will strongly and negatively impact students, teachers, staff and parents. It will also 
have an adverse effect on the entire Britannia Heights community – how can such a 
change NOT affect the atmosphere of a peaceful, vigorous suburban neighborhood?” 

 

“Don't close Toniata. It is near capacity because people choose to send their children 
there. They buy houses in the neighborhood ( younger families are moving in as the 
older generation is moving on.) and they buy houses on the bus routes. Toniata is 
known as one of the best schools in Brockville.” 

 

“As the enrollment rate of Toniata PS is so high (97% I believe) due in large to the 
families, staff and location of this school - I don't believe closure should be considered 
an option. I believe that amalgamation of other schools and reconfiguration of the 
boundaries would be a more plausible option.” 

 

There is also support for Prince of Wales remaining open. People note its 
history, its supportive staff and its quiet residential location. 

 

“I love everything about Prince of Wales. The teachers, staff, students are like family. I 
would hate to go to a school that is over-crowded and not see all my friends. Take the 
time to understand this school and keep it open.” 

 

“We walk to school every day and all the other schools are a far distance to walk.” 
(Prince of Wales) 

 

“A majority of students at Prince of Wales either walk or bike to school with only 43 of 
the 144 students taking the bus.” 
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“Prince of Wales is not only a school, it is a historical part of our community. The 
children of Prince of Wales are not only educated by highly qualified staff, they are 
fed, clothed and protected from harm. They are given opportunities that would 
otherwise be missed. They always ‘make the team’. They are mentored and 
supported daily by community volunteers and have formed a tight knit family and 
sense of belonging to one another.” 

“According to your website, you’ve put peanuts into this century building compared to 
other Brockville schools. Why? Had you already pegged POW for closure years ago? 
Give the building some life and embrace the heritage it holds.” 

“Other than to park school busses along a busy traffic area of Pearl Street, there is 
limited safe drop off and pick up zones at Commonwealth. Not so at POW.” 

 

A main theme of survey responses notes that Prince of Wales is a part of 
Brockville history, having recently celebrated its 125th anniversary. 

 

“The school just celebrated 125 years of being open and the school board wants to 
close it.” 

 

“Not close Prince of Wales… It’s a historical building. Generations of my family have 
went to school there, and I would love that to continue in the future.” 

 

“Prince of Wales is a huge part of my life and of Brockville and just this year the 
school celebrated its 125th anniversary when the school was called West Ward back 
in 1890.” 

 

Another concern is the fact that Prince of Wales(POW) is Brockville’s only west 
end school. Consideration of a Commonwealth closure is mentioned several 
times, with a consolidation on the POW site. 

 

“My… concern is the consideration of the west end residents and inconvenience upon 
us, shall you close Prince of Wales. I personally just bought my house knowing that 
my child would be within a close and comfortable vicinity to the school for the next 
years. I bought in a nice family friendly, quiet neighborhood and am now concerned 
that if you close this school… demographically this will, over a few years, change the 
west end into a sub-section of town which is mostly populated with singles and/or 
elderly retirement people.” 

 

“Keep a school in the west end! It’s one of the only areas of Brockville that is 
undergoing development!!” 

 

“Prince of Wales is the only public school located in the continuously developing west 
end of Brockville” 
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“Closing POW would position the only two public schools located south of the railway 
line in the east end of the city – when in fact that the fastest residential growth area is 
in the west end, a do further west of the city limits” 

 

“My concern in the consideration of the west end residents and the inconvenience 
upon us, shall you close Prince of Wales. I bought my house in a nice, family-friendly, 
quiet neighborhood and am now concerned that if you close this school, not only will 
my property value drop significantly, but the resale opportunities will be diminished as 
well, as families prefer to locate closer to school areas.” 

 

“There will be no school in the west end of our city and the students that currently 
walk to school will have to be bussed creating extra costs and environmental 
concerns.” 

 

“Commonwealth has several issues why it should not be chosen for expansion and 
why I will not send my child to this school. Train tracks to the immediate north - this is 
a safety hazard with more children attending, higher teacher/student ratios an 
accident will occur. An unused factory to the east - eventually a company will move 
into this development, although food grade, cleaning chemicals and solvents will be 
housed with risk of environmental leak or chemical fire. The neighborhood is not 
entirely child friendly.” 

 

“If one school HAD to be chosen, wouldn't Commonwealth make the most sense? Its 
location is horrible and with the upcoming hospital expansion, the increase in traffic 
that the new BGH will bring, the factory right next door, limited parking and proximity 
to the railroad track...isn't all of this reason enough to choose this school for closure? 
Have you driven by in the morning and at the end of the school day? The bus actually 
stops traffic on the busy Pearl Street while loading and unloading the children. This 
location poses serious safety issues.” 

 

Many see Prince of Wales as a caring school that works with its students to add 
value to their education. 

 

“My children go to this school and they have one on one help and Prince of Wales is 
the only school in Brockville that has the one on one with children with Autism and 
ADD and mental illness children.” 

 

“My child currently attends P.O.W. …it is a fantastic school. There are teachers there 
that go above and beyond. One who in my child’s first year of school would sit and eat 
lunch with them as they were not eating.” 

 

“Please do not close Prince of Wales, My child has very bad anxiety and has grown to 
feel safe and comfortable there.” 

 

“I am a guardian of a child whom attends Prince of Wales. _______ is x years old with 
a diagnosis of  _________. I am sure you are aware and educated about this 



12 

 

particular disability, but has shown great improvement in the last year with the support 
and structure of Prince of Wales school.” 

 

“Our school has been a leader in the development of a Life Skills Program that is 
offered to these students every day. This program allows students with autism or 
developmental delays to practice a variety of life skills.” 

 

Approximately 30% of children have Individual Education Plans. There are 
several parents who live outside the school’s boundary who have fought to 
have their children attend POW to benefit from both the sensory room and life 
skills program. 

 

There is feedback recommending the closure of Prince of Wales and 
consolidation with Commonwealth. 

 

“Consolidate Prince of Wales and Commonwealth together, because both schools are 
under capacity. Westminster is already overcrowded and Toniata is at 96% capacity 
so there is no reason to close it.” 

 

“Close Prince of Wales and move the students to Commonwealth (as both schools 
have high vacancy). Create another French immersion school at Vanier – to reduce 
the high influx of students that have flooded Westminster. Keep Toniata open – as the 
school is thriving and near capacity.” 

 

While there is a recognition that French Immersion is a popular choice in 
Brockville, there is some concern about making all schools “dual track” French 
Immersion sites.  

 

“I do not think that dual track should be offered at all feeder schools, but could be 
possibly offered in two or three. This would allow it to be spread out more and not all 
at Westminster but still allow parents to have their child attend schools that do not 
offer French immersion. I do not believe that all Children benefit from the French 
immersion program but parents of Children that attend schools that offer it tend to 
enroll their children in it even if it is not in their best interests academically.” 

 

“Requiring dual-track language options at all of the feeder schools is unnecessary and 
redundant. There not enough French qualified teachers to serve every school in every 
grade, which means there will be two or three grade splits, which is an unacceptable 
environment for learning.” 

 

“The addition of French immersion at all schools will create separation in current 
cohesive schools.” 
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“Small programs being established will result in triple grade splits – the elimination of 
which is one of the justifications used to consolidate schools in the first place.” 

 

“We need to offer immersion in more schools but not all schools at this time. I believe 
that it would be a fantastic end goal but more time and lead up is needed. We need to 
let future teachers know of the need and create a supply of educated teachers.” 

 

While not included in any of the draft recommendations, there was 
recommendation to make Vanier Brockville’s second Early French Immersion 
site. 

 

“Create another French Immersion school at Vanier – to reduce the high influx of 
students that have flooded Westminster,”  

 

“I think Vanier school should be part of the discussion. They could possibly be offered 
up as another French immersion school.” 

 

“Designate Vanier as a second French Immersion school in Brockville (Keeping 
Westminster as also French immersion) to increase attendance and use of Vanier. 
Move French immersion students who live north of the 401 to Vanier” 

 

There is concern regarding the future of Front of Yonge and Vanier public 
schools.  The current board plan leaves both of these schools under-enrolled 
with declining enrolment forecasted.  This opens the door for their 
recommended closures the next time a PAR is explored. 

 

There is concern with the imbalance that has been recommended by the board.  
The recommendation creates two large schools in Westminster (566 students 
by 2019/20) and Commonwealth (373 students by 2019/20), while the remaining 
schools - Front of Yonge (113 students by 2019/20), Lyn (192 students by 
2019/20) and Vanier (197 students by 2019/20) – are left at a disadvantage with 
far fewer students and low utilization for FOY and Vanier. 

 

Additional time needs to be taken in order to consider the impact this process 
will have on the overall enrolment as students are lost to other options within 
the city of Brockville’s other school boards. 

 

The City of Brockville has carried a motion in opposition of the 
recommendations to close schools in the city of Brockville.  

"With respect to the Building for the Future Pupil Accommodation Report", 
recommended school closures in Brockville and timing of such cannot be 
supported.  The rationale for choice of schools in Brockville and timing of 
such cannot be supported.  Additionally, and perhaps more importantly, a 
process that would see immediate school closures, with their inherent and 
significant disruption to students and families, in advance of Ministry of 
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Education decisions on capital priorities and funding commitments is 
inappropriate.  

 

For all survey data and delegation reports, please click on the link below.   

 

http://www.ucdsb.on.ca/programs/pages/ARC3-BrockvilleGrenvilleRiverFamiliesofSchools.aspx 

 

Alternate 
Options  

 Please note: these recommendations are not ranked in any order of 
preference or support. 
 

 Balance school enrolments in a manner that maximizes the current infrastructure 
while reducing the required maintenance commitments.  In doing so, school 
enrolments could be better balanced, leaving no school at an obvious 
disadvantage and protecting our schools from future exposure to the PAR 
process. 

 
 Do not put added stress on staffing by attempting to implement EFI in all schools 

in favour of adding one or two additional immersion sites for the feeder group. 
 

 Consolidate Prince of Wales Elementary with Commonwealth Public School. 
Keep Toniata open. Reconfigure French immersion boundaries to more equitably 
distribute the student population.                                                                             
 

 Consolidate Prince of Wales Elementary with Commonwealth Public School. 
Apply for Ministry funding to rebuild on the Prince of Wales site, or somewhere in 
the west end of southern Brockville.  
 

 Consolidate Toniata, Prince of Wales and Commonwealth. Students would move 
only when Ministry approval of a rebuild of Commonwealth is approved and a new 
building is ready to receive students. 
 

 Consider closure of Commonwealth Public School. Consolidate students at 
Toniata and Prince of Wales, both of which have much more desirable locations 
in residential areas.   
 

 Add one additional dual-track French Immersion site (Vanier) to decrease 
enrolment pressure at Westminster. Consolidate Prince of Wales with 
Commonwealth.  
 

 Consider consolidating Commonwealth with Toniata at a later date, contingent 
upon Ministry funds for a renovation of Toniata to add space and make the 
building accessible.   
 

 Status quo for all schools in the Brockville Family. No closures. Enforce 
boundaries for all students, kindergarten to grade six.   

 
 Make Westminster a single track French Immersion site. Students will be 

dispersed to their home schools to ease enrolment pressure at Westminster.  
 

 Slow down the process. Consider a hiatus on all closures until Capital funding 
plans can be secured from the Ministry.  

http://www.ucdsb.on.ca/programs/pages/ARC3-BrockvilleGrenvilleRiverFamiliesofSchools.aspx
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  Slow down the process and consider only a portion of the recommendations 

during this PAR and spend the next five years examining the results.  Close 
extremely low enrolment schools only, allow enrolment to balance naturally and 
re-evaluate in 5 years.  
 

 Consider moving grade 7/8 students back into their home elementary schools.  
 

 Student first solution as presented by Brockville Elementary School Alliance and 
supported by 465 parents includes the following recommended alternate options: 

 

 Close Prince of Wales and consolidate with Commonwealth into a new 
building or renovated building on the Prince of Wales site. 

 Toniata to remain status quo. 

 Lyn to remain status quo. 

 Front of Yonge to remain status quo with the exception that all EFI 
students currently attending Westminster from FOY and Lyn would be 
relocated to FOY. 

 Vanier to remain status quo with the exception that all EFI students 
currently attending Westminster from Vanier and Toniata would be 
relocated to Vanier. 

 Westminster would have its enrolment reduced as a result of the 
relocation of all EFI students from Vanier, Toniata, Lyn and FOY. 

 No additional portables needed at any schools in the Brockville Feeder 
Group. 

 EFI added to FOY and Vanier only. 

 Parents retain the right to select which school their child attends within the 
current guidelines as space allows without the use of portables. 
 

 Limit the overall impact on students – especially those with special needs who will 
find the transitions difficult and will result in further disruption. 
 

 Commonwealth could be maintained as a shared community/education hub 
including long term lease agreements and potential expansions to Kampus Kids 
and the Ontario Early Years Centre. In addition, T.R. Leger and Learning Express 
could be relocated to the site. Finally, the location of the school in proximity to BCI 
could provide additional physical education space for grades 7 and 8 students as 
well as exclusive use of the sports field by all BCI students.  

 

 

 

7.2  Grenville Family – North Grenville Feeder Group of Schools:  

Draft Recommendation(s) from Initial Staff 
Report  

It is hereby recommended that, effective January 2018, upon completion of 
the new Kemptville PS School, that: 

1. The number of K-6 elementary schools for the North Grenville feeder 

group of schools be reduced from four to three schools with the 

closure of Oxford-on-Rideau P.S., and consolidation of its attendance 

boundary with South Branch P.S., 
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2. a single “dual track” attendance boundary be introduced for each of 
Kemptville P.S. and South Branch P.S, in accordance with a “phase-
in/out” process to confirm enrolments for organizational planning, 

 
3. consolidate an eastern portion of the current attendance boundary for 

Wolford P.S. (Smiths Falls feeder group) with Merrickville P.S. for 
grades K-6, 

 
4. pending interest, offer the Early Immersion program for grades K-6 in 

addition to the Regular French/English program at Merrickville P.S.   
 

ARC SUMMARY 

Feedback 
Received 

There were 230 survey respondents for the North Grenville Family of Schools, 
158 of whom provided additional feedback. 

• Of the additional feedback, there was marginally less support for the 
recommendations versus no support (48.73% versus 51.27%). 

 

Feedback represented the split on support on certain polarized issues.  Notably: 

• There was significant support to keep Oxford-on-Rideau (O-o-R) open 
(65.33% of those providing feedback). However, 25.33% expressed clear 
support to specifically close O-o-R. 

• There was also significant support (69.33%) supported making 
substantive policy changes to language education whereas 17.33% 
expressed that current EFI be maintained and dual track not be 
introduced. 

• There was significant opposition to policies surrounding boundaries with 
48.00% opposed to changes to boundaries versus 29.33% supporting 
substantive changes. 

 

Feedback aligned with feedback of other feeder groups in the ARC 3 region: 

• 16.00% supported the value of rural schools; 

• 41.33% expressed concerns regarding school size / overpopulation; 

• 10.67% have concerns regarding bus times; 

• 24.00% are opposed to the use of portables; 

• 30.67% expressed concerns regarding implementation; and 

• 16.00% have concerns about less access to teachers or school services 
(library, gym, computers, etc.). 

 

There was also concerns expressed regarding confidence in the data and 
enrolment modelling (21.33%). 

 

Related to the proposals presented several times by O-o-R, 12.00% expressed 
any concerns regarding the lack of childcare options for some parents.   
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There is substantial support for not closing Oxford-on-Rideau Elementary. Many 
people commented on the high growth area of Kemptville and its outlying areas, 
and the concern that there will be overcrowding at the new Kemptville Public 
School, and at South Branch Elementary.  

 

“Kemptville is growing at a fast rate and schools are built based on the current number 
of students, so out of date already. The new KPS will likely be overcapacity the day it 
opens, as was NGDHS. NGDHS now sends students to South Branch for class, so 
these classrooms would be taken back if Oxford moves there?” 

 

“North Grenville itself is expected to grow substantially over the next 2 decades and 
there's no point in closing a school only to shove children into portables.” 

 

“The North Grenville area is growing rapidly and all South Branch and KPS spaces will 
be filled before long and portables will probably be brought in. I believe that the spaces 
at Oxford on Rideau can be filled by slightly changing school boundaries or by offering 
French Immersion. I strongly disagree with the boards move toward "super schools." 
Small schools have a community feel and are much better for student success.” 

 

“It was noted at the public presentations that KPS is slated to open their doors over-
capacity. This would put students into portables. As well, additions at the brand new 
KPS and NGDHS would be required shortly after the possible closure of Oxford-On-
Rideau. There was a comment that if Oxford-On-Rideau were to remain open, with 
balanced enrolment and boundaries, the North Grenville Feeder group of schools 
would have sufficient utilization with room for growth within the community.” 

 

“This pupil accommodation review is to address a surplus of empty spaces in the 
UCDSB – North Grenville does not have excess spaces and, given its projected growth 
in the coming years, will be over-capacity in no time. Address the enrolment imbalance 
in North Grenville and keep Oxford open” 

 

Many respondents also commented on the benefit of small rural schools, where 
children can attend closer to home and not have to sit on a bus for long periods 
of time. Several people suggested that a change in boundaries, as well as the 
addition of French Immersion and before and after school daycare would help 
boost enrolment at Oxford-on-Rideau.  

 

“Oxford on Rideau has been at a disadvantage for years - this school needs before and 
after care and dual track French immersion to which will attract more families to the 
school and will help alleviate the over-crowding in Kemptville schools (current KPS and 
impending with all the development going on in Kemptville).” 

 

“The North Grenville area is growing rapidly and all South Branch and KPS spaces will 
be filled before long and portables will probably be brought in. I believe that the spaces 
at Oxford on Rideau can be filled by slightly changing school boundaries or by offering 
French Immersion.” 
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“We loved the class size of Oxford and the staff there. The only reason we left was 
because we needed French immersion. If Oxford was able to offer immersion we would 
have happily stayed there.” 

 

“Knowing other families that attend that School. This impacts things like play dates, 
friendships, a sense of community.” 

 

“Family friendly and personal. The school works with and fits into the community. The 
number of parents willing to volunteer to help maintain the grounds, which should be 
done by the board, exemplifies how important this school is to the community.” 

 

It was noted at the public presentations that the enrolment at Oxford-On-Rideau 
has been suffering for years due to the lack of comparable programming and 
child care options that are in other Kemptville schools. It was commented that 
the MOE guidelines states that a board should assess adjusting over and 
underutilized schools before a review process is undertaken. North Grenville 
represents a prime example of this being feasible.  

 

Before consolidation, the utilization within North Grenville is the highest among 
feeder groups within the Board.  

 

It was noted during the public presentations that the Facility Condition Index at 
Oxford-On-Rideau is being considered as a reason to consolidate the school. It 
was noted that there were a dozen schools in the board which have an equal or 
greater FCI rating, and will remain open. It was also noted that Oxford-on-
Rideau’s per pupil cost of operations calculated for the total square footage of 
the building. The UCDSB retains a portion of the space for their office. The cost 
per pupil is inflated due to the board office space not being removed from the 
calculation. . It was suggested that the cost per pupil and cost per m² to operate 
Oxford would be equivalent to, or below Board average if the school could 
reclaim students back as well as removing the Board office from the calculation.  

 

There is a belief that the imbalance has spanned many years and, perhaps, could 
have been addressed previously to avoid the North Grenville Feeder group being 
considered for any school consolidations. 

 

It should also be noted that there was some support for the closure of Oxford. 
People cited double or triple grades, fewer extra-curricular opportunities, and 
savings to the tax-payer. 

 

“It is necessary to close schools that have so few students. These small schools cost a 
great deal of money to keep open. There are not nearly enough opportunities for these 
students, and split grades and triple grades are not providing the best education for 
these students.” 
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“I agree with the closure of Oxford on Rideau school. We….chose to send our children 
to South Branch because Oxford on Rideau - even 8 years ago when we made this 
decision - was too small to offer the same opportunities for learning and socialization. 
Because of that decision we have been considered cross boundary and not been 
eligible for bus service.” 

 

The Municipality of North Grenville supports keeping Oxford-On-Rideau School 
open. The direction on the North Grenville Municipal 2013 Strategic plan 
supports the reasoning for retaining Oxford-On-Rideau as a Rural school for the 
area. Further, the Municipality’s 2009 Official Plan includes a rural design goal to 
conserve the rural charm and maintain the quality of rural life for the benefit of 
all. The Municipality expressed concern for the impact on the rural area 
surrounding Oxford Mills if the School were to close.  It also confirmed the North 
Grenville Municipality as the fastest growing region in Eastern Ontario. 

 

Parents of students currently attending Oxford feel passionate about it staying 
open and a great majority are committed to continuing to attend Oxford if the 
school remains open. They note that the school offers a majority of the features 
a parent is looking for in their children’s school; the addition of Dual Track and 
extended day programs will draw the other children in the Oxford catchment.  

 

Parents stated that they will not send their children to Oxford for the start of the 
2017/18 school year if Oxford closes January 2018.  

 

Almost a quarter of respondents indicated they would enroll their children in 
schools outside the UCDSB if Oxford were to close. The North Grenville area is a 
competitive market for competing School Boards. 

 

There is support also for a hiatus to allow for strong growth in the North 
Grenville Community to fully impact student enrolment at all NG schools and 
renewed programming that may pull back students currently enrolled at KPS.  

 

There is concern about the quality of the programming, given the difficulty 
finding French teachers. Transition planning could cause uncertainty in 
enrolment.  

 

While extending “dual track” French Immersion to additional schools is 
supported in general, there is a strong concern regarding the process of 
boundary enforcement and transition. Most respondents favor a phase-in 
process over time that allows for ‘grandfathering’ of students and siblings so 
families will not be divided between schools. 

 

 

“If the border was imposed as a result of Oxford on the Rideau's closure PLEASE, 
PLEASE allow students already enrolled in either South Branch or Kemptville Public to 
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remain in those schools. From what I have heard there would be a phase out/phase in 
process where a "grandfather" option is a good possibility for children to stay enrolled 
in the schools they are already in, however there is an understanding that this may only 
apply to older students and in that case I would more then likely have 1 child in 1 
school and my 2nd child in another school. And this would be the case for SO many 
families. What a nightmare.” 

 

“Consolidating schools and making them dual track are fine, but adding school 
boundaries is a bad idea. We chose South Branch because it suits our child best. Our 
child is terrified at the idea of switching schools. After talking with other parents in the 
area, it seems my child's reaction is the most common one. Tearing children from their 
friends, teachers and familiar surroundings is just cruel.” 

 

There was some concern expressed surrounding the impact of implementing 
dual track in multiple schools at one time. In the case of North Grenville Feeder 
Group, it was suggested that Oxford-On-Rideau be the only school in the feeder 
group as dual track. This would allow for a smooth transition between 
programming and appropriate adjustments can be made before a wide spread 
implementation is considered. 

 

While there is support for significant policy changes regarding language 
education, the Parent Council of KPS has expressed significant concerns 
regarding the negative impacts this shift will have on existing students and 
younger siblings that have yet to begin their educational journey. 

 

Half of survey respondents oppose altering boundaries or changing policies to 
enforce boundaries.  Parents expressed that failing to respect this will result in 
students leaving the UCDSB. 

 

Concerns were expressed regarding the reliability of the enrolment model – 
pointing out that the projected decline in enrolment is counter to the evidence of 
significant growth in the population of Kemptville and surrounding areas. 

 

There is concern with how the final enrolment numbers will play out after the 
possible implementation of the initial recommendations.  Numbers will fluctuate 
from what is shown due to the “grandfathering” of many students who will want 
to remain in the school they currently attend as well as future siblings.  This 
concern was discussed at the round table discussions for the North Grenville 
Feeder group, but the same would apply for other feeder groups depending on 
circumstances. 

 

Merrickville Public School strongly requests consultation before introducing any 
changes to academic programming, like EFI.  The expectation would be that the 
school council and parents would have a say in how any changes would impact 
their school.   
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For all survey data and delegation reports, please click on the link below.   

http://www.ucdsb.on.ca/programs/pages/ARC3-BrockvilleGrenvilleRiverFamiliesofSchools.aspx 

 

Alternate 
Options  

• Please note: these recommendations are not ranked in any order of 
preference or support. 
 

 Oxford-on-Rideau Elementary remains open, with enhanced programming to boost 
enrolment (dual track French Immersion) and daycare options. French Immersion 
should be allowed to help reclaim students who have left to attend the EFI site at 
KPS. Status quo for KPS and South Branch. Minor modifications to boundaries 
may be required to evenly spread students between schools. 
  

 Consolidate Oxford-on-Rideau with South Branch Elementary. Students would not 
move until they can be accommodated without portables. Student transitions 
should not occur mid-year.  
 

 Keep all schools open with boundaries enforced. “Dual track” at KPS, SB, and 
Oxford-On-Rideau.  
 

 Keep KPS as a single track French Immersion site and maintain South Branch as 
a single track core English program site. An additional EFI site could be added to 
Oxford on Rideau.  

 
 For all options where Oxford remains open, adjust the capacity calculations for fair 

comparison with sister schools and reflect in SFIS. The OTG Capacity at Oxford-
On-Rideau be reviewed and adjusted through the SFIS. School requires a 
dedicated music room, and an adequate computer lab. This helps numbers for 
Board and underutilized space. A review of “older” schools with sensory rooms 
should be conducted to help lower the capacity of rural schools to help make them 
more viable.  
 

 Contemplated changes to language programs should be accompanied by a 
vigorous and extensive public consultation. Should changes be considered, 
implementation should allow for ‘grandfathering’ of attendance boundaries, so as 
not to disrupt student educational journeys nor inconvenience families with multiple 
children in the system.   
 

 Contemplated changes to boundary policies should be accompanied by a vigorous 
and extensive public consultation. Should changes be considered, implementation 
should allow for ‘grandfathering’ of attendance boundaries, so as not to disrupt 
student educational journeys nor inconvenience families with multiple children in 
the system. 

 

 

7.3  Grenville Family – South Grenville Feeder Group of Schools:  

Draft 
Recommendation(s) 
from Initial Staff Report  

It is hereby recommended that,  

1. Effective September 2017, the number of K-6 elementary schools for the South Grenville 
feeder group of schools be reduced from five to four schools with the closure and 
consolidation of Benson School with South Edwardsburg School. 

 

http://www.ucdsb.on.ca/programs/pages/ARC3-BrockvilleGrenvilleRiverFamiliesofSchools.aspx
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2. Effective September 2017 a single (dual track) attendance boundary be phased-in/out for 
each feeder group elementary school. 

 
3. Maynard, and South Edwardsburg Schools also to be closed at a future date to be 

determined and contingent upon Ministry approval for a re-build at Wellington P.S, in 
accordance with the UCDSB Capital Priorities Plan. 

 
4. The grades 7-12 attendance boundary for South Grenville D.H.S. be consolidated with a 

southern portion (south of Highway 401) of the current grades 7-12 attendance boundary for 
Seaway D.H.S. 

 

ARC SUMMARY 

Feedback 
Received 

8.96% in favour of ALL of the draft recommendations; 

22.39% support some of the parts of the recommendations; 

The remaining 68.66% of responses either did not support the recommendations 
or offered alternatives to the recommendations.   

 

There is a general agreement that some schools need to be closed to provide more 
programming and opportunities for students. However, there is disagreement on 
how to accomplish this. There is strong feedback regarding the importance of 
Benson Public School as a community school, and its strategic location within the 
centre of town. As well, there is a concern about the “urbanization” of students, 
and the long bus rides these changes might require. 

 

“I think that closing Benson Public School is the wrong decision. Benson has support 
from Ingredion that allows them to provide other activities to the students that wouldn't be 
provided at another school. I think with the size of Benson and South Edwardsburg it 
would make sense to move all students to Benson which is a 3 story building in which 
only 1 floor is being used so could accommodate South Edwardsburg students without 
any issues.” 

 

“Closure of Benson could result in overcrowding at South Edwardsburg.” 

 

“The School is the heart and soul of our community, Our heat is paid for by Cardinal 
Power and Ingredion supports our school in every aspect. I feel that this school is large 
enough to house at least 400 students.” 

 

“You are FORCING urban migration. I want my children to be able to grow up in the 
country and not have to spend almost an hour on a bus both ways to attend school.” 

 

There is also support for a Benson closure with a consolidation at South 
Edwardsburg. It is noted that Benson is an older building with accessibility issues. 
Also of importance is the central location of Johnstown to two major highways 
and the border crossing, while still being in a quiet, family-friendly neighborhood.  

 

“I agree with putting Benson with South Edwardsburg P.S this would allow the two 
schools to have full grade classes, instead of split classes. It would allow the two schools 
to remain rural, reduce the large travel time for Benson students. Benson school is older 
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and is mainly a seniors population with little services available to keep families over the 
long term.” 

 

“I support consolidating the South Edwardsburg and Benson schools as the distance 
between the schools and the existing bus routes would not greatly change the schedules 
for students moving from Benson to South Edwardsburg PS. Secondly the facility at 
Benson is not as accessible for all individuals as the South Edwardsburg school.” 

 

“I support the closing of Benson public school. I feel there is not enough kids attending 
this school. If they grouped all the smaller schools into one big school, the children may 
have more opportunities.” 

 

“Benson requires extensive repairs and has a very small population. Students would be 
better off in bigger schools with more supports and resources as well as access to extra-
curricular activities. Teachers cannot effectively teach 3 grades in 1 classroom. That was 
why we moved away from 1 room school houses.” 

 

There is concern regarding the recommended closure of Maynard, given its central 
location in Augusta Township, its open, rural surroundings and the childcare 
facilities that many families count on.  

 

One theme from survey respondents is that the closure of Maynard would leave 
Augusta Township without any schools.  Several note that the property would be a 
good location for a new school. Also of concern is the lack of capital resources 
allocated to Maynard over the past decade, which has allowed the schools Facility 
Condition Index to decline.  

 

“The closure of the only remaining elementary school in Augusta Township is troubling. I 
have concerns about the duration of transportation for students in this area in K-6 
grades; additionally, the land that is attached to Maynard provides far more outdoor 
space than that of other elementary schools in this FOS.” 

 

“In my opinion a new school should be built in Maynard area rather than in Prescott since 
Maynard is a more centrally located school from North Augusta, almost as far as Bishops 
Mills and other areas north of Roebuck. The school board already has the land at 
Maynard Public School which can be utilized for a larger school.” 

 

“Maynard is the core of the rural community north of Prescott and More than Just 
Babysitting (MTJB). Many parents rely on MTJB and a move to Prescott more than likely 
will put parents scrambling for before and after school care. There is more to moving 
students to or closing Maynard than just upgrades and numbers.” 

 

“Do Augusta Township taxpayers not deserve at least one school?” 
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“Maynard is a good school. Don't change what's not broken.” 

 

“I do not support the future closing of Maynard or South Edwardsburg schools as we 
moved to this area specifically so that our children could attend rural schools with 
moderate class sizes and short bus rides. Our current daycare facility is located within 
the Maynard school and our choice to send our children there is based on future planning 
for kindergarten attendance to be at that school.” 

 

“I don't believe it's a good idea to close Maynard Public School as it's central to students 
from Prescott, Maitland boundaries, North Augusta and students living north of 
Roebuck.” 

 

There is a general concern about overcrowding at a larger school and the possible 
need for portables. Increased bus times is a repeated concern as well.  

 

“Busing young children to far away schools is just wrong and not good for their well-
being. Schools are an important part of a thriving community. Putting children in larger 
schools only lets more kids fall through the cracks.” 

 

“If we close Benson the kids will have to be bused. Buses need gas. Buses need funding. 
Buses require more time to be taken out of the school day, and put into being crammed 
in a bus for whoever knows how long.” 

 

“I do not support the closure of all rural school for urbanization of school. Build large new 
school can be just as much as a resource drain of fund as smaller rural schools. Bigger 
does not always mean better or cost effective. As for a bandage solution of portables well 
If I have to choose between having my children bused to a school with portables or 
change school boards…” 

 

There is some support for consolidation, as long as it means building a new 
school in a central location.  

 

“I agree with the need to consolidate the 5 feeder schools, but would recommend the 
creation of a new "Super School" with all 5 feeders merged into one. This school should 
be built at a new site (I.e. Near the OPP Station just north of Prescott) so that all 5 
communities can join together and make it their own.” 

 

“In my opinion a new school should be build in the Maynard area rather then in Prescott 
since Maynard is more centrally located then bussing children from North Augusta 
(already a 55 minute bus ride), almost as far as Bishop Mills and other areas north of 
Roebuck (again almost an hour bus ride at this time). The school board already has the 
land at Maynard Public School which can be utilized for a larger school.” 
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There are many comments about the economic growth and revitalization of 
industry in the area, which will lead to more families moving in and requiring more 
classroom space. There is support for a hiatus so the impact of economic growth 
and new subdivisions can be fully understood.  

 

“There needs to be a 5 year reconsideration, as the area affected in my community, as 
checked above, is growing steadily, with 2 major employers locating to our community. 
This has been proven with numbers from the parents of the local school. A new 
subdivision has just been approved, with 75 new affordable homes*, aimed at young 
families.”  

*(note: there are 106 new homes scheduled just for a Cardinal subdivision, as per 
Township information provided to the ARC) 

 

“I don't feel at this time smaller community schools can be closed just because of lack of 
enrollment as this changes every year. With the opening of the Giant Tiger facility in 
Johnstown I think you will see many young families relocating to the area for jobs which 
will fill the schools in this area. I would think that the municipalities would like to have 
schools in their communities to bring families into their locations I don't think making 
"bigger" schools is necessary.” 

 

For all survey data and delegation reports, please click on the link below.   

http://www.ucdsb.on.ca/programs/pages/ARC3-BrockvilleGrenvilleRiverFamiliesofSchools.aspx 

 

Alternate 
Options  

• Please note: these recommendations are not ranked in any order of 
preference or support. 
 

 Leave all schools as status quo – no closures. Consider adding dual track French 
Immersion Program to one or more schools to more equitably distribute the student 
population.  
 

 Consolidate Benson Public School with South Edwardsburg. Only move Benson 
students if they can be accommodated at South Edwardsburg without portables, 
leaving room for daycare facilities. 
 

 Consolidate Benson and South Edwardsburg, contingent upon Ministry funding for a 
new building.  

 
 Consolidate South Edwardsburg with Benson. Benson has the room to receive South 

Edwardsburg students without portables and is located in a community within 
walking distance of community assets.  

 
 Consolidate Maynard Public School with Wellington Elementary. Only move students 

when a new building has been completed in a new location, in proximity to Prescott. 
The new location should accommodate the MTJB Daycare Inc. child care facilities. 
The current location of Maynard Public School is considered a favorable location by 
participants.   

 

http://www.ucdsb.on.ca/programs/pages/ARC3-BrockvilleGrenvilleRiverFamiliesofSchools.aspx
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 Consolidate Wellington Elementary School with Maynard Public School.  Only move 
students once a rebuild or renovations have been completed at Maynard Public 
School, contingent upon Ministry funding.   

 
 “Right size” or rebuild South Grenville District High School contingent upon Ministry 

funding to do so. Return grades 7 & 8 to their feeder schools to increase the usage 
and enrolment numbers for those schools. 

 
 Consolidate all South Grenville feeder schools at a future date (Maynard, Wellington, 

Benson, South Edwardsburg) contingent upon funding for a rebuild of Wellington 
Public School in a new location, in proximity to Prescott.  

 
 Consider building a Kindergarten to grade 12 school in Prescott.  

 
 Consider a pause on all consolidations for a period of five years, to allow for 

economic growth and for possible enrolment increases that follow (Benson as a 
prime example).    

 

 

7.4  River Family – Athens Feeder Group of Schools:  

Draft 
Recommendation(s) 
from Initial Staff Report  

It is hereby recommended that, effective September 2017, 

 
1. The number of K-6 elementary schools for the Athens feeder group of schools be reduced 

from two to one school with the closure of Pineview School,  
 
2. The current attendance boundary for Pineview School be consolidated with Meadowview 

School to create a single dual track attendance boundary for Meadowview P.S.  
 

ARC SUMMARY 

Feedback 
Received 

The majority of respondents disagree with the closure of Pineview Public 
School. While many reasons are cited, the overwhelming theme was the concern 
for the community of Athens. Many believe the loss of Pineview will mean 
irreparable damage to the township. Also noted are the advantages of having 
students attend an elementary school within walking distances of town 
amenities.  

 

“There are many advantages to the children who attend Pineview Public School and to 
their families. Pineview has been an anchor to our community during the forty years 
that our family have lived in the Athens area.” 

 

“Pineview school adds to our community and makes extracurricular activities easy for 
families to partake. The arena, Joshua bates centre, soccer field, and many other 
community centres are within walking distance. The children have been able to attend 
the post office, fire hall and even small community businesses as learning opportunities 
for class outings. These children have grown together in this community and I believe 
the school closure will affect everyone and every activity as a whole.” 
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There were also many comments about the need for portables at Meadowview, 
as well as busing costs/times for students leaving the community of Athens and 
being transported to a school that could be considered “isolated”.  

 

“Portables are not an appropriate substitute for a classroom. Children need space to be 
involved in lessons and move to keep from boredom.” 

 

“At this time, Pineview should be removed from consideration altogether. Meadowview 
is not capable of housing Pineview students appropriately and portables are 
unacceptable.” 

 

“Meadowview is located in a field in the middle of nowhere, and does not directly 
support a community. It has no proximity to a large gym such as ADHS, or a nearby 
fire hall. In short, all closing Meadowview would disrupt is the bus routes of students 
already on a bus anyway.” 

 

One option put forward was the closure of Meadowview, despite this being a new 
facility, or the consolidation of some Wolford students with Meadowview.  

 

“Send the Southern section of Wolford children to Meadowview. Also, push Brockville 
school boarders further south and send those north of Brockville ( tincap area) children 
to Meadowview.” 

 

“I believe that it would be much more viable to move the Meadowview students to 
Pineview School. I realize that Pineview is an older school, however it is still in very 
good condition, and also is within a community that the students will benefit from. 
Anything that the students will participate in from Meadowview will need to involve 
busing. I live within the village, and it is not uncommon to see the children walking to 
different areas of the village to use facilities.” 

 

There is also strong support for Meadowview, and a concern that the benefits of 
the school have been lost during this process. In addition, respondents 
mentioned a willingness to embrace sustainable technology to help offset 
operational costs.  

 

“Meadowview is an amazing, down-to-earth, comfortable environment where every 
student can grow and develop at their own pace. Though it may be in the middle of a 
field, as some would say, it is its quiet location and its proximity to nature and the 
access to a large outside space that help make it a hidden gem.” 

 

“Meadowview and Pineview each remain open. Meadowview is in a great location to 
serve as a school for all the rural students who attend Meadowview. By joining 
Meadowview and Pineview you will increase bus times for many students, this is not 
fair to students and will cost you more in transportation costs in the long term.” 
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“Meadowview is a small and accessible school where all the teachers know the kids, 
even those not in their class. It has a great community feel and wonderful activities. I 
do not feel that it would be able to maintain this by consolidating it with Pineview. 
Furthermore, Pineview is the French immersion school for the area and I know many 
parents who chose Meadowview (ourselves included) because it is English instruction. 
Applying Pineview's French immersion at Meadowview would create the dual 
French/English environment that I know we were trying to avoid. Keep   Meadowview 
the great, caring community school that it is right now. 

 

For all survey data and delegation reports, please click on the link below.  

 http://www.ucdsb.on.ca/programs/pages/ARC3-BrockvilleGrenvilleRiverFamiliesofSchools.aspx 

 

Alternate 
Options  

 Please note: these recommendations are not ranked in any order of 
preference or support. 

 
 Leave Pineview and Meadowview as status quo. Consider moving students from 

Wofford Public School into Meadowview Public School.  
 

 Consolidate Pineview Public School into Meadowview, but only if portables are not 
needed to accommodate the students.  

 
 Consolidate Pineview and Athens DHS (contingent upon Ministry funding) to allow 

for a rebuild for a new Kindergarten to grade 12 school in Athens.   
 

 Consider extending the Athens DHS boundaries to include Front of Yonge Public 
School.   

 

 

7.5  River Family – Gananoque Feeder Group of Schools:  

Draft 
Recommendation(s) 
from Initial Staff Report  

(no recommendations)  

 

 

ARC SUMMARY 

Feedback Received 
N/A 

 

Alternate Options  
N/A  

 

 

 

  

http://www.ucdsb.on.ca/programs/pages/ARC3-BrockvilleGrenvilleRiverFamiliesofSchools.aspx
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8. Conclusion:  

 In fulfilling its role as an official conduit of information, the work of the ARC 3 – 

Brockville, Grenville and River Family of Schools - has culminated in the ARC 

report which offers a summary of the feedback received and alternate options 

proposed. This report is a result of a focused review of the initial staff report for the 

Building for the Future Accommodation Review and its draft recommendations, the 

many responses provided through the on-line survey, emails, and input received 

through presentations and delegations. 

From this compilation and review of information, a number of common themes 

became evident which can be highlighted as follows: 

Community Summaries  

There is a strong belief from the Athens community that they will be damaged, both 

economically and socially, by the loss of Pineview from the community. Meadowview 

respondents are proud of their school and want to ensure that it remains a viable option 

for years to come.   

There is substantial support for Oxford-on Rideau remaining open, and a strong belief 

that with the extra programming they ask for, especially before-and-after care, the school 

could get to sustainable enrolment levels.  

The Kemptville community is concerned that closing Oxford will result in all the 

Kemptville elementary schools being too full, pushing students back into NDGHS, 

causing overcrowding there. The use of portables is roundly criticized.  

The North Grenville Community is strongly concerned about the impact of any 

boundary/program changes, and expects solid community consultation before any 

implementation. 

The majority of feedback from the Toniata community doesn't believe closure should 

even be on the agenda as they are a full, successful school.  In the same respect, Prince of 

Wales supporters believe their school is perfectly located and does a remarkable job with 

students of all learning needs. In addition, there is considerable concern about the over-

crowding of Westminster, and the impact of any consolidation that might make this 

situation worse.  

Kemptville and the Cardinal/Edwardsburgh community wonder if the school board is 

aware of the recent changes in development of housing and new jobs in their 

communities.  
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Benson has a strong volunteer community and relationship with local business that would 

be lost with the closure of Benson. Most respondents are concerned about the loss of a 

community asset in Benson and long bus rides. 

The Maynard community is concerned about losing their local school for North Augusta, 

with a quiet rural setting and day care services. 

Busing 

There is concern from respondents that closing schools will result in even longer bus 

times, or being bused to communities where the daily lives of parents don’t take 

them, resulting in out of the way trips. 

“Busing my child to another school means that we as parents would have to transport our 

child in order for her to participate in any after school programs, meaning we lose time 

and money.” 

“It is great that we want to have schools with low numbers be consolidated, but I find it 

is going to be hard for students to be travelling on a bus for longer time. Earlier mornings 

and later nights are not healthy for students at any level.” 

“I would like to ask you, as Chair of the Board and all the Trustees, when and if you have 

scheduled a bus trip to visit each of the 29 schools listed on the closure list and the 

communities in which the schools are located.….Taking the time to travel on a school 

bus from school to school and community and community would give each of you a better 

idea of the distance our children would potentially be travelling each day to school, based 

on the recommendations set out in the staff report.” 

“I would like to see some rural elementary schools remain open rather than all the rural 

families be forced to bus their children in to Prescott to attend school.” 

“The school day is already too long for 4 & 5 year olds without adding a lengthy bus 

ride.” 

“My bus ride is now 45 minutes. If you send me further it could be 1.5 hours if you take 

into account that I’m only 8 km from MAYNARD and its another 8 Km from there to 

Prescott. I’m tired from getting up to catch the bus now.” 

“I want my children to be able to grow up in the country and not have to spend almost an 

hour on a bus both ways to attend school.” 

“I don’t support the recommendations because students would have a much longer bus 

ride which I feel the bus ride at this time is pushing the length of time a child should be 

on the bus.” 
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“As a parent if I have to choose between my children getting on a bus and going to a 

portable to learn in Prescott, it won’t be with the Upper Canada school board.” 

 

Grade 7 & 8 

There is support for moving Grade 7 and 8 students back to the elementary schools. 

“Put the grade seven and eight students back in public school where they belong. They 

are too young for high school.” 

“Put Grades 7 and 8 back into the elementary schools. It was not a popular idea when it 

was introduced, and as far as I can tell it is still not.” 

“Return the children that are Grade 7 and 8 to public school where they belong.” 

“The current system of placing grades 7 and 8 students in the Secondary setting 

foreshadowed the decline in population in elementary schools, regardless of 

demographics, in order to inflate the sagging numbers in high schools… It is my feeling 

that placing the Grade 7 and 8 students back in their local elementary schools and making 

one Brockville public secondary school would be a more feasible system.” 

 

French Immersion 

There is some feedback against moving all schools to dual track, the concern being 

able to find enough qualified French teachers. 

“I don’t feel it is possible to have all schools become French Immersion. My child’s 

school was unable to find subs last year to teach when the French teacher was out for an 

extended time. They ended up with an English teacher.” 

“I do not think that dual track should be offered at all feeder schools, but could possibly 

be offered at two or three. This would allow it to be spread out more and not all at 

Westminster but still allow parents to have children attend schools that are not French 

Immersion.” 

“Requiring dual track language options at all of the feeder schools is unnecessary and 

redundant. There are not enough French qualified teachers to serve every school in every 

grade, which means there will be two or three grade splits, which is an unacceptable 

environment for learning.” 
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“French at every Brockville school is concerning. How will you get French qualified 

teachers?” 

 

Portables and Re-builds  

A major theme across all surveys, no matter what school people were responding 

about, was a rejection of portables. More clearly even, it was asking that students 

not be moved from schools that are closing to be put into portables. Many survey 

respondents asked that any rebuilds or construction be finished before schools are 

closed and students are moved to schools that are not now equipped to house them 

in a school building. 

If the consolidation plan – as set forth for the Brockville, Grenville and River feeder 

group of schools – was to proceed as stated, an initial estimate presented during the 

ARC proceedings identified an increase in the number of students in portable 

classroom spaces. 

If there were any projected increases in portable classroom allocations there would 

also be additional costs to the school district, with initial estimates ranging between 

$20,000 and $30,000 per portable.  

“UCDSB recently had an addition built at Westminster public School due to increases in 

enrollment. Before this addition, there were four portables, after this addition there were 

still four portables. No explanation was ever given as to why the construction of a new 

addition did not account for moving all students into the actual school structure. What I 

believe is the same thing will occur at other schools. UCDSB will move students from a 

closing school to another school with no plan in place to have all students in the confines 

of this new school. The money for additions or rebuilds will not come in an appropriate 

time frame, or will not come in an adequate amount to move all students into the newly 

constructed addition. The temporary structures of portables will become the permanent 

structures of portables as happened at Westminster, where portables were so much a part 

of the landscape they were not accounted for in the construction of the new addition. 

Please don’t move a single student before there is a plan in place, with costing put forward 

so no students are shunted off in the portables due to overcrowding.” 

“I do not support any of the recommendations for closures and consolidations that involve 

portables in anticipation of receiving funding for a new school or for a renovation. It is 

well known that the Ministry of Education does not support the Board with respect to 

capital funding when compared with other boards. The result would likely be years of 

students learning out of portables and if funding is ever received I am sure it would be 

nothing close to the expectations of parents, teachers, and students.” 
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“Having portables in one area of the school yard while significant construction occurs in 

another area will be extremely disruptive to all aspects to all aspects of the school 

environment. PLEASE consider completing the building expansion before combining the 

student population.” 

“I was in a portable when I was in elementary school and it is not something I would want 

for my children.” 

“I am finding it difficult to understand how moving 250 students to a smaller school where 

students will have a longer bus ride makes any bit of sense. You’re going to put these kids 

in portables? That’s not acceptable!!” 

“Portables are not an appropriate substitute for a classroom. Children need space to be 

involved in lessons and move to keep from boredom.” 

“Closing Toniata and having the kids learn in portables is not right” 

“More portables is not a solution to adding immersion to schools.” 

“I find it outrageous that the school board believes that it is acceptable to take 160 students 

who currently have established relationships and actual classrooms, put them into 

Westminster (as I understand the plan) and put them into portables.” 

“Having eight or so portable classrooms is not good planning.” 

“Adding any portables to any school is also a recommendation I do not support, as they 

are not conducive to learning and in my opinion are actually detrimental. Removing a 

child from inside a school with a classroom to place them in a portable is not acceptable.” 

“Portables are not the answer for students. They are not positive for student learning 

especially for high needs students who need extra space for programming.” 

“Portables are not classrooms!” 

The UCDSB acknowledges the importance of attending to the health and wellness of our 

students as it relates to potential school closures, consolidations and transitions.  ARC 

members heard that the school district will provide support and assistance to students 

whenever a decision for school consolidation/transition has been determined. ARC 

members also heard that the UCDSB is committed to providing ongoing communication 

and clarity to parents, guardians, students and community members in the event of school 

closures and consolidations.  The latter includes on-going communication regarding the 

potential transitioning of all students and how the school and school district would support 

a successful transition. 
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In providing this report for inclusion in the Final Staff Report for the Building for the 

Future Pupil Accommodation Review, ARC 3 would like to express its gratitude to the 

students, parents, staff and public associated with this process. 
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